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TEXT:  Colossians 2:6-7  THEME:  CONTINUE TO LIVE IN CHRIST 
 

“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in 
him,  rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and 
overflowing with thankfulness” (Colossians 2:6-7). 
 

Dear Lori, Nic’s brothers and sisters, his relatives and friends, 
 

Each December, we here at Trinity Lutheran Church put on a rather elaborate live 
nativity scene for our community we call the Living Christmas Card.  With scenery, 
costumed actors, live animals, and an angel choir, we share the historical events of 
the first Christmas with people as they slowly drive along our block of property.  
Near the end of the route stand three wise men or magi, dressed in beautiful robes, 
pointing to the star that led them to Jesus, the newborn King of the Jews and the 
Savior of the world.  In the past, Nic enjoyed portraying one of the wise men.  I 
always kidded him about what a great actor he was to so convincingly play a “wise” 
man.   
 
However, all kidding aside, Nic was a wise man.  Oh, he didn’t have an alphabet of 
degrees behind his name, but he had the greatest title a man or woman could ever 
hope to have:  forgiven child of God.  Nic has that magnificent title because, as St. 
Paul told Timothy, “from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which 
are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim 
3:15).  Nic knew the Holy Scriptures.  He studied them.  He learned them.  He could 
quote them—book, chapter, and verse.  He was “wise for salvation through faith 
in Christ Jesus.” 
 
Nic confirmed his faith in Jesus Christ as his one and only Savior from sin on June 
4, 2000.  At that time, Pastor Muetzel assigned Nic a confirmation verse, a special 
passage to help Nic live his life as a forgiven child of God.  That verse is our text for 
today, Colossians 2:6-7.  It is a good verse for each of us to use in our daily walk 
with God, too.  Let’s hear it once again:  “So then, just as you received Christ 
Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him,  rooted and built up in him, 
strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with 
thankfulness.”  
 
Nic and we received Christ Jesus as Lord through the power of the Holy Spirit.  The 
Holy Spirit worked saving faith in our hearts through the means of grace—the 
Gospel in the Word and sacraments.  When we came to faith, Jesus came to live in 
our hearts.  But we must also continue to live our lives in him.  That means trusting 
his Word, cherishing his forgiveness, obeying his commandments, and guarding 
against everything that might disrupt our blessed relationship with him. 
 
Next, Paul gives us four key qualities of a life in Christ.  First of all, we are ROOTED 
in Christ.  We draw nourishment and strength from him, sending our roots of faith 
down ever deeper into Jesus and his word, just as a tree sends its roots deeper into 
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the soil to draw nourishment from the earth.  The more we Christians use God’s 
word and sacraments, the deeper we sink our roots of faith into Christ.  The more 
firmly we are rooted in Christ, the less likely we are to be blown over by the storms 
of troubles and sorrows in this life. 
 
Second, we have Jesus Christ as our foundation.  We are to be BUILT UP on that 
foundation, growing in our faith and progressing in our Christian living, like a building 
rising higher and higher as it nears completion. 
 
Sending our roots of faith deep down into Christ and being built upward on Christ 
will result in our being STRENGTHENED in our faith.  Our spiritual knowledge and 
our hold on Christ will be strengthened.  We will be convinced of the Bible truth that 
“all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23), and that 
“the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord” (Romans 6:23).  We will find strength in the truth that “it is by grace you 
have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift 
of God—not by works, so that no one can boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).  What 
strength there is in knowing that we do not—cannot—earn our own salvation!  What 
strength there is in knowing that our Savior Jesus Christ has done everything 
necessary to make us right with God, to give us heaven as our eternal home.  That 
strength allows us to live a life of faith and obedience, not because we have to, but 
because we want to.   
 
That brings us to the fourth quality of a Christian life—a life that is OVERFLOWING 
WITH THANKFULNESS.  Some would look a Nic’s brief life on this earth and maybe 
wonder what he had to be thankful for.  He didn’t have a job or a permanent place to 
live or many earthly possessions.  And yet, we Christians who are rooted and built 
up in Christ, and who are daily strengthened in faith in him cannot help but be 
thankful, and we will cheerfully and lovingly make that thankfulness evident in our 
words and actions every day.   
 
Even on this day, we Christians can be thankful.  We can be thankful that today we 
are saying good-bye to a loved one and friend who knew Jesus as his Savior.  
Because Nic was a forgiven child of God, he is with God now in his heavenly home.  
All the struggles and pain and frustration and guilt of a sinner living in this sinful 
world are finished for Nic.  As hard as saying good-bye is, Lori, you, too, can be 
thankful today.  You can be thankful that your work and sacrifices in bringing Nic up 
“in the training and instruction of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4) have paid off.  You 
have one of your children home in heaven.  Take comfort in that and praise God!  
While I am sure you will miss your big brother, you will see him again someday in 
heaven.  Take comfort in that and praise God!  We can all thank God for giving Nic 
to us as a companion in this life.  Let us remember him for his love of music, his 
delight in making us laugh, and most of all, for his faith in Jesus as his Savior.  We 
can take comfort in that and praise God!  Amen. 


